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SUMMARY

Congregationalism, church individualism and separation of church and state are
all important characteristics of Baptist ecclesiology. These ideas were clearly not compatible
with the religion-control policy enforced by the Japanese government during the 15-Year
War. The Baptist Church in Japan experienced a huge struggle in the dilemma between a
compromise for the survival of the denomination and maintaining their beliefs. At the
beginning of the war, articles advocating cooperative with the war and those advocating
resistance were both posted to keep a balance in Baptist bulletins. But after around 1937,
when missionary work in Manchuria was begun by the Western Japan Baptist Union
(WJBU), the articles that were cooperative with the war effort became mainstream. It’s
reasonable to assume that the missionary work in Manchuria would have been a trigger to
take the first step toward cooperation with the war by the entire denomination represented
by the WJBU. The organization decided to initiate missionary work through intensive
discussions over three years of annual meetings of the WJBU, 1935-37. This study explores
the pains and struggles of the Japanese Baptist Church when they decided to begin

Manchuria missionary work, mainly by analyzing the articles in bulletins and the annual
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meeting reports of WJBU. It focuses on considering the role and possibilities of Christianity

in Japanese society.
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