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SUMMARY

In Baptist ecclesiology, the separation of church and state and church individualism
are particularly incompatible with the religion-control policy enforced by the Japanese
government during the 15-Year War. The Religious Organization Law provoked a huge
struggle among Baptists in Japan. This study reveals the struggles within the Baptist
groups in Japan. Initially, until just after the beginning of the war (1931), many articles
clearly criticizing the war regime and appealing for peace can be found in the bulletins of
the denomination. From around 1932, when Manchukuo was founded, the overt criticism
disappeared and transformed into implicit expressions that were understandable to the
Baptist members. Regarding the bill of the Religious Organization Law, a lively discussion
of the pros and cons was posted in the bulletins. Even after the enactment of the law,
intensive arguments on issues relevant to the law, such as the coalition of the Eastern and
Western Japan Baptist Union and joining the United Church of Christ in Japan, can be
found in the bulletins and annual meeting reports. These anguished but precious

experiences of Japanese Baptists will help us to consider how we should act when our
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religious principles come into conflict with the trends of the society we live in.
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